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ters have more in common and so might be expected to feel closer
to each other, the tie between mothers and adult sons appears to be
equally strong. Only in heavily disguised fashion (in dreams, in
stories about ghosts and witches) do we get any evidence of mixed
feelings about the mother. Psychoanalysts claim that in white society
fantasies of destruction of women by eating them are evidence of
deep aggression against the mother. Such themes are prominent in
Navaho witchcraft tales. However, instances of open aggression
against the mother even in stories and dreams are exceedingly rare.
But the total data suggest a component of resentment which is so
deeply suppressed that even the oblique traces in dreams and folk
tales are thickly veiled.

The relationship of children and fathers is also dominantly a warm
one. The stereotype of the harsh, tyrannical father is lacking in
Navaho culture. The child's affection for his father may be less
profound than that for the mother, but there is less apt to be a hint
of suppressed resentment toward the father. At most there is a
generalized attitude that he is less dependable than the mother be-
cause he is so often away from home or might possibly go away for
good. But this seems to be accepted as one of the basic facts of life.

The ties between son and father through close occupational asso-
ciation are often heightened after the son's marriage by the favorable
light in which the father's gentleness is placed by the demands and
orders of the father-in-law. Sometimes a married daughter will re-
sent her father's attitude toward her husband, but a wife is more
likely to side with her father and mother in family quarrels than
with her husband. The affection her father lavishes upon her chil-
dren is usually more than compensation for any slights he may put
upon her husband.

SISTER AND  SISTER

The relationship of sisters is usually one of solidarity. Occasionally
there is rivalry between adult sisters, and where matrilocal residence
prevails this usually arises from jealousy over a common husband.
Even this is very much less frequent than might be expected. Other-
wise the interests of adult sisters tend to be merged, except where
one or more have gone off to live in separate locations. Generally
speaking, one sister is equivalent to another among The People; it
is "one for all and all for one.'* This means that they help each other